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DETAILED ACTION 

1 This communication is in response to applicant's amendment to first non-final 
office action, which was filed July 10, 2006. 

2 Amendments and arguments to pending claims 1-13 have been entered and 
made of record in the application of Abdelhadi "Identically programmed intelligent 
electrodes for use in geoelectricai surveys" filed on October 9, 2003. 

Claims 1-4, 6-8 and 1 1 are amended. 

Claims 5, 9, 10 and 12-13 are the same as originally filed. 

Claims 1-13 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3 Applicant's amendments and arguments with respected to the rejected claims 1- 
13, filed on July 10, 2006 has been fully considered and put the application in a 
condition for allowance. 

4 The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior arts 
of record disclose, teach or suggest an apparatus and method for conducting 
geophysical surveys, comprising at least one multi-conductor cable having a plurality of 
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take-out locations, a controller for transmitting a coded command signal having a first 
portion that is modifiable to identify a specific take-out location and a second portion for 
identifying a specific conductor of said cable to be connected to ground at said specific 
take-out location, and a plurality of interchangeable addressable switches connected in 
series to said cable at selected ones of said take-out locations, each of said switches 
being operable to receive and modify the first portion of said command signal and to 
transmit the command signal so modified to an adjacent one of said switches, wherein 
upon receipt of a coded command signal, each said switch examines the first portion 
thereof to determine if said coded command signal is addressed thereto, if not, said 
switch modifying the first portion and transmitting the modified coded command signal 
to said adjacent switch and if so, said switch connecting said specific conductor to 
ground in accordance with said second portion of the coded command signal. 

5 However, the combined prior arts of record fails to disclose, teach or suggest an 
apparatus and method for conducting geophysical surveys, wherein upon receipt of a 
coded command signal, each said switch examines the first portion thereof to determine 
if said coded command signal is addressed thereto, if not, said switch modifying the first 
portion and transmitting the modified coded command signal to said adjacent switch 
and if so, said switch connecting said specific conductor to ground in accordance with 
said second portion of the coded command signal. 
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Conclusion 



6 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sisay Yacob whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
8562. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 AM - 
4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery A. Hofsass can be reached on (571 ) 272-2981 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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